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The Peering Manager’s Toolbox
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Also Known As… 
What you need to do a complete job!



3 External

You Need Different Kinds of Things for work

Data Storage…
Records Keeping Tools

Results…
Pre-Post Peering 
Analyzing Tools

Physical… 
Stuff like fibers, test 

kits, site access, 
etc…

Philosophical/Intangibles…
Where to meet + Intangible stuff like 

Luggage, Foreign Languages, 
Organizational Understanding
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Data Storage…
The “infamous peering database”
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The Peering Database

• Keeps track of who/what/when/how long/mbs/etc…
– Boss asked: Give me a forecast of how many ports where for 

2006… I could do that based upon previous years peering 
orders! 

• Costs nothing…
• Can be used by/adapted for sales or reporting
• Can be used for forecasting/budgeting of ports by peer, 

etc…
• Learned without a lot of skills, hopefully
• Can do monthly reporting automatically
• Looks like this!
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Results…
Smokeping, Netflow, Renesys
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Smokeping

• Can run your own pings automatically to the far side of all interfaces
• Can be set up to ping non-peers or new markets to see latency over 

time… Networks you are NOT connected to!
• Can be a second pair of eyes on the network
• What did I learn from it? . . .
• Over time!  You may improve or not to X destination…
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Netflow/Commercial Traffic Analyzer

• Where is your traffic 
going? 

• How many Mbs are 
going there? Worth 
peering? 

• Can go either home 
grown or 
commercial on this, 
make your own 
decisions!  
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Renesys

• Commercial java based product
• Can see historical and current routing errors around the 

world
• Can be used to see who is connected for 

troubleshooting routing
• Not too expensive!  
• Has good tech support with that bald guy Todd…
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Physical…
Hardware/external software & Access Stuff
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Hardware/external software & Access Stuff

• Fiber Patches, both Single Mode 
and Multimode

• Loopback patches/kit
• Fiber Cleaner
• Light meter
• Console cable(s)

• Router Access
– Is the session up?

• Peering Exchanges: 
User/password info

– Meetings, new 
members, etc…

• Remote access
– Company Email, 

routers, vpn, etc…
• Internal ordering 

systems/provisioning 
rights/powers

– TOMS, TWD, INCA, 
VaGINA, etc…
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Philosophical/Intangibles…
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Philosophical/Intangibles…

• Good luggage
• Frequent Flyer/Rental/Hotel memberships
• Public Speaking Experience
• Foreign Languages
• Powerpoint/Visio/Excel/etc…
• Clean Shave & a Haircut ?
• Telephone – don’t be afraid of picking it up!
• Sales Engineering…
• Industry Event/Tradeshow experience /Ripe/Peering 

Forum/Nanog, aka.. “The Martin Levy Test”
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Questions ?
Peter.Cohen@teliasonera.com

Peter-1299 on #ix
Yahoo: Peterattelia

AIM: Peterattelia
www.teliasonera.com/carrier

Europe’s carrier of choice

mailto:Peter.Cohen@teliasonera.com
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